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Officers’ Newsletter 191
June 2020

Dear All

We are still facing uncertain times but as infections rates fall and restrictions are eased, it is time to look
at what we can do about it as we gradually return to some sort of ‘normality’. We still need to take care
but we can now start to look forward again. So this is about positive things to think about as well as
some more every day issues.

Meetings —into the future

As you are all aware, government restrictions remain in place with regards to holding face to face
meetings. This means, for now, that we have to look at alternatives and some of these were mentioned
in the last newsletter — 190, circulated on 5 and 6 June 2020.

Face to Face Meetings

Please note however, that the following applies to England — our friends in South Wales/De Cymru and
Scottish branches will be aware that slightly different advice might be given by the devolved
administrations in Wales and Scotland respectively. Face to face meetings will be allowed at some
stage although we do not know when this will be or what restrictions may be in place once meetings of
more than 6 people are allowed. Restrictions are already eased for healthy over 70s but caution is still
essential of course. There has been a lot of talk but there is nothing definite yet. Once meetings of
more than six people are allowed, it is almost certain that there will still be some restrictions and we will
need to consider how this affects us with regards to social distancing, refreshments, handling cash
donations, handwashing/using hand sanitiser and the possibility that wearing face masks may be
compulsory for example. With public transport to get to meetings and possible limits on numbers of
people allowed, there will be much to think about. Itis hoped that there will be an announcement about
further lifting of restrictions on or around the 4 July 2020 so until then, it is a case of wait and see.

We will need to think about how to assess the risks attached to holding meetings and once we know
more we will share this with everyone. We will have to follow any regulations and keep to the guidance
on managing the risks. Part of this will involve consulting with the meeting venue on what they have in
place — some facilities may not be available as being too risky for example, or a particular room or hall
may be too small to allow for sufficient social distancing. A second part of what we will need to do is to
keep a record of everything we have done to manage and minimise any risks. It might seem like extra
hassle, but it is important to show that we have done everything in the best possible way for everyone’s
benefit and safety.

The information contained in this newsletter is for use of RCTS Officers and Members only and should not be
communicated outside of the Society

A Charitable Incorporated Organisation registered with The Charity Commission. Registered number 1169995
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Live Streaming

One thing that has not been discussed yet is the possibility of live streaming once meetings resume, to
cater for those who are still facing restrictions ie those who are shielding or who are in a vulnerable
group eg over 70s with underlying health conditions. This would require some level of equipment and
an internet connection, but keeping it as simple as possible, perhaps using a webcam with audio — linked
in with the laptops, projectors and PA (public address) systems that many branches already have, is
something to consider. | have attended a funeral service (NOT Covid-19 related) very recently via live
streaming and while it was not the same as being there in person and there was no way to interact with
others attending, it meant | could still share and be a part of it. If this is possible at some of the venues
that we use — ask permission first of course, it might help to include those who still cannot attend
meetings once we are allowed to meet up again.

Virtual Meetings

This is a real possibility for branches and it was dealt with in some detail in the last newsletter so the
information will not all be repeated here. | am happy to send another copy of Officers’ Newsletter 190
to anyone who would like it.

Since that was sent out | know of at least one more branch that has planned an experimental meeting
this time with a PowerPoint presentation, and | hope that more will be trying out virtual meetings. Even
when the situation is ‘back to normal’ and we can meet in person, virtual meetings might still be very
useful sometimes for keeping in touch with branch members and others who cannot attend in person.
It could be a possibility for branch committee meetings too sometimes, provided that we remain within
the Rules for holding branch committee meetings in person.

Other Ways to Keep in Touch

And do not forget that there are other ways to keep in touch with the branch members and regular guests
so make use of the opportunities out there. | never fail to be surprised with the ingenuity and ideas that
people come up with so please share what you do so we can all benefit.

Officers Directory July 2020

Unfortunately, it is not possible to include the July 2020 Officers Directory with the July edition of The
Railway Observer (RO) this year. It is hoped that a fully updated version will appear with the January
2021 edition instead.

However, as there have been quite a number of changes to Society Officers since the July 2019 edition,
the decision was made that an update should be produced, published and distributed in the interim as
widely as possible. The sections including Trustee/Management Committee, Other National Officers
and Branch Secretaries have all been updated accordingly and some of you have heard from me
recently asking for information. Thank you for your help, | could not do it without you. The updated
information has already been published on the website and is also attached to this newsletter as
Appendix 1 so please distribute this as widely as you reasonably can amongst your branch membership
or, if you are not a branch officer, to your RCTS colleagues who are not on the Officers’ Newsletter
distribution list.

Please note that contact details for the Acting Chairman and Acting Secretary will also appear in the
July RO which, together with the May and June editions is now being printed and should, hopefully,
reach the relevant members during the second week of July. The electronic version of the July edition
will be available on-line by the end of June.
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Keeping Branch Information up to date on the Website

Which brings me neatly on to the subject of keeping information up to date on the website such as
making sure that all branch contact details are updated as soon as there is a change. Keeping branch
information up to date is even more important right now as ‘normal’ activities are curtailed.

| have noticed that some branches are better than others at posting reports from their more recent
meetings before lock down. While there is scope to write longer reports for the website, you do not have
to do so and you can simply use the same text as for the branch meeting reports published in the RO.
The important thing is to make sure that the information is there so that any interested parties can have
a look and see what branch meetings are about and perhaps feel encouraged to join in. And do not
forget to advertise your virtual meetings where these are not restricted experiments.

You can post reports from other branch activities too, as well as advising about good local places for
observations, and including additional local information of railway interest. Even with lock down there
are possibilities. Adding photographs is something that works well and can enhance your branch pages
not only attracting attention but also showing that we are actively engaging with railways even with the
current restrictions in place. It is not difficult to post reports and add photographs yourself, and you can
get help with this if you need it.

In the meantime please go ahead with planning future meetings — provisionally confirming dates with
your venue if you can and have not already done so. With very different venues around the branches,
it is possible that some branches will be able to hold face to face meetings once restrictions are eased
while others cannot because of the nature of their individual venues but we need to be ready.

So please plan your meeting programme as much as you can, check with your venue and get the
provisional dates up on the website for people to put in their diaries. We are still here and we are still
working so let us show everyone what we are doing.

Most importantly, keep well and keep safe.

Kind regards

Irene
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Founded by

President

Vice Presidents

RCTS OFFICERS DIRECTORY
JULY 2020

L B LAPPER and A E BROAD
REVEREND CANON BRIAN ARMAN, 59 Kenmore Crescent, Filton Park, Bristol BS7 OTP

D F COLE, E V FRY, AH GOULD, RALISSENDEN, E C PALMER, T M B SILCOCK, J B SWEET

The Railway Correspondence and Travel Society - a Charitable Incorporated Organisation registered with The Charity

Commission under registration number 1169995

CHARITY TRUSTEES/MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Chairman

Secretary

Treasurer

Membership
Secretary

Managing Editor
“The Railway
Observer”

Branch Liaison

Webmaster

Chief Archivist

Chair Development

Committee

Chair Publications

Committee

Trustee/
MC Member

Trustee

*Callum MacLeod TC 01764 653928 chairman@rcts.org.uk
Craigmyle, 55 Carrington Terrace, Crieff PH7 4DZ

*Geoff Adams TC 01243 862366 secretary@rcts.org.uk
42 Corbishley Road, Bognor Regis PO22 9HS

Reg Wood TC 0117 302 6634 treasurer@rcts.org.uk
70 Heathfields, Downend, Bristol BS16 6HS

David Goddard TC

0118 988 8581 membership@rcts.org.uk

11 Hilltop Gardens, Spencers Wood, Reading RG7 1HQ
Mike Robinson TC

07717 637 565 observer@rcts.org.uk
4 Doonview Gardens, Doonfoot, Ayr KA7 4HZ

Irene Rabbitts TC 01932 855015 liaison@rcts.org.uk

34 Victory Park Road, Addlestone KT15 2AZ

David Jackman 020 3419 0618 webmaster@rcts.org.uk
332, Shakespeare Tower. Barbican, London EC2Y 8NJ
Andy Davies TC 01932 855015 archive@rcts.org.uk
34 Victory Park Road, Addlestone KT15 2AZ

Paul Chancellor TC 0121 453 3277 dscchair@rcts.org.uk
558 Birmingham Road, Bromsgrove B61 OHT

David Bird TC 01628 823792 publications@rcts.org.uk
16 Welby Close, Cox Green, Maidenhead SL6 3PY
John Redgate TC 01628 476265 john.redgate@rcts.org.uk
Hillside House, 7 Frieth Road, Marlow SL7 2QT
David Kelso TC 01843 868124 David.kelso@rcts.org.uk
Al Mafrak ,George Hill Road, Broadstairs CT20 3JT

*Both Chairman and Secretary are Acting in their current roles until appointments are

approved at an AGM
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Publications
Publication Sales

Trade Sales

Publicity
Communications

Publicity Officer

Assistant Treasurers
Branch Finances

Renewals

New Members

Publications

Exhibitions & Events
Officer

Photographic
Archivist

Photographic
Portfolio

OTHER NATIONAL OFFICERS

VACANCY

David Bird

Ronnie McAdam

Roger Sandford

Eric Rattray

Steve Ollive

Vron Cooke

Denis Horsman

Dr Steve Lacey

John Broughton

Bob Avery

Historic Timetable & WTT Curators

pre-1970

post 1969

Liveries Library

Rodger Green

Kurt Sickelmore

VACANCY

01628 823792 publications@rcts.org.uk
16 Welby Close, Cox Green, Maidenhead SL6 3PY

scotlandweb@rcts.org.uk
137 Mountcastle Crescent, Edinburgh EH8 7SY

023 922 15919 publicity@rcts.org,uk
52 Knowsley Road, Portsmouth PO6 2PF

01606 889280 branchfinance@rcts.org.uk
18A Forest Close, Cuddington, Northwich CW8 2EE

01628 824679 renewals@rcts.org.uk

85 Bissley Drive, Maidenhead SL6 3UY

01753 869307 join@rcts.org.uk

60 Hayse Hill, Windsor SL4 5SZ
01635 253015 pubsfinance@rcts.org.uk
69 Penwood Heights, Highclere, Newbury RG20 9EZ

01438 728880 hitchin.chairman@rcts.org.uk

25 Boswell Gardens, Stevenage SG1 4SB
01539 534151 photoarchive@rcts.org.uk
15 Cat Tree Road, Grange-over-Sands LA1l 7EB

folio@rcts.org.uk

wttprel970@rcts.org.uk
82 Heybridge Road, Ingatestone CM4 9AH

wttpost1969@rcts.org.uk
187 Charlbury Road, Wollaton, Nottingham NG8 1NF

rctsliveries@gmail.com
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Bristol & District
Cambridge
Cheltenham
Chichester
Croydon &
South London
East Midlands
Furness, Lakes
& Lune

Hitchin
Humberside
Ipswich & District
Lancashire &

North West

Merseyside, Cheshire
& North Wales

Milton Keynes

North East
Darlington

Newcastle

BRANCH SECRETARIES

Paul Udey

Jim Crane

John Howland

lan McKey

Peter Wilson

Rodney Allen

Alan Sattenstall

David Elsdon

Carey Vessey

Bev Steele

lan Derrick

Alan Turton

Mark Richards

Malcolm Hammond 01609 778903

Malcolm Snowball

01225 427779 bristol@rcts.org.uk
18 Hensley Road, Bloomfield, Bath BA2 2DR

01954 210167 cambridge@rcts.org.uk
28 Bramley Way, Hardwick, Cambridge CB23 7XE

cheltenham@rcts.org.uk
25 Hayes Road, Cheltenham GL52 2QF

01243 945336 chichester@rcts.org.uk
20 Nightingale Lane, Barnham, Bognor Regis PO22 0DL

01737 355150 croydon@rcts.org.uk
111 Chipstead Way, Woodmansterne, Banstead SM7 3JJ
0115972 4184 eastmidlands@rcts.org.uk
43 Acton Road, Long Eaton NG10 1FR
01524 34840 furnesslakesandlune@rcts.org.uk
49 Sefton Drive, Lancaster LA1 2QD

01438 714277 hitchin@rcts.org.uk
24 Harmer Green Lane, Digswell, Welwyn AL6 0AX

01482 351774 humberside@rcts.org.uk
2 Legarde Avenue, High Road, Hull HU4 6AP

01449 677244 ipswich@rcts.org.uk
40 Polstead Close, Stowmarket IP14 2PJ

01704 808875 lancsnorthwest@rcts.org.uk
14 Sandiway Court, Preston Road, Southport PR9 9EG

01606 854227 merseyside@rcts.org.uk
Fairview, Milton Rough, Acton Bridge, Northwich CW8 2RF

01908 520028 miltonkeynes@rcts.org.uk
7 Parkside, Furzton, Milton Keynes MK4 1BX
darlington@rcts.org.uk

The Garths, Bullamor, Northallerton DL6 3QP

07759 290662 rctsnewcastle@gmail.com

3 Dymock Court, Tudor Grange, Kenton, Newcastle upon Tyne NE3 2FH
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Northampton

Peterborough

Scottish

Sheffield

Solent

South East

South Essex

South Wales/
De Cymru

Surrey

Thames Valley

Watford

West of England

West Midlands

West Riding

Windsor &
Maidenhead

BRANCH SECRETARIES continued
Alan Ogilvie northampton@rcts.org.uk
26 Kingsley Road, Northampton NN2 7BL

Robert Warburton 01733 709898 peterborough@rcts.org.uk
55 Vermont Grove, Peterborough PE3 6BN

Richard Thorburn 0131 623 3137 scotland@rcts.org.uk
2 Tryst Park, Hunter’s Tryst, Fairmilehead, Edinburgh EH10 7HD

Jim Bryant (Fixtures) 0114 268 0019 sheffieldfixtures@rcts.org.uk
20 Endcliffe Hall Avenue, Sheffield S10 3EL

John Godfrey 07850 220009 solent@rcts.org.uk
9 Duddon Close, West End, Southampton SO18 3QA

Mike Woodward 01795 530585 southeast@rcts.org.uk
11 Maitland Court, Faversham ME13 7RE

David Couzens-Howard 01277 631254 southessex@rcts.org.uk
17 Upland Road, Billericay CM12 0JP

Stuart Warr 01656 856422 southwales@rcts.org.uk
‘Stratford' 30 Sker Walk, Porthcawl CF36 3RA

Peter Bosomworth 01483 760727 surrey@rcts.org.uk
1 Brockenhurst Close, Woking GU21 4DS

Stuart Hicks tv-secretary@rcts.org.uk
2 Queen Annes Gate, Caversham, Reading RG4 5DU

Rob Davidson 07803 941531 watford@rcts.org.uk
4 Willow Park, Station Road, Salford Priors WR11 8UP

Charles Woodland 07768 662331 woefixtures@rcts.org.uk
1 Iolanthe Drive, Whipton, Exeter EX4 9DZ

Derek Huntriss 07811 980585 westmidlands@rcts.org.uk
53 Tennyson Road, Stoke, Coventry CV2 5HZ

Bob Green 0113 284 3604 westriding@rcts.org.uk
36 Hall Rise, Bramhope, Leeds LS16 9JG

Sally Goddard 0118 988 8581 maidenhead@rcts.org.uk
11 Hilltop Gardens, Spencers Wood, Reading RG7 1HQ
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